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 DISTRICT PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS  
Upper Big Blue 

Natural Resources 
District 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

The Upper Big Blue Natural Re-
sources District is a political sub-
division of Nebraska government 
charged with the management, de-
velopment and protection of soil 
and water resources within district 
boundaries.  District responsibili-
ties are authorized by state statutes 
and are listed below in order of 
district priorities: 
 

1).  Development, management, 
use & conservation of groundwa-
ter, surface water and water supply 
for any beneficial use. 
 

2).  Soil conservation, erosion pre-
vention and control. 
 

3).  Flood prevention and control 
(structural, such as dams, levees, 
channels and storm sewers). 
 

4).  Pollution control (water and 
land quality). 
 

5).  Prevention of damages from 
flood water and sediment (non-
structural, such as greenbelts and 
zoning). 
 

6).  Development and management 
of recreational and park facilities. 
 

7).  Forestry and range manage-
ment. 
 

8).  Development and management 
of fish and wildlife habitat. 
 

9).  Drainage improvement. 
 

10).  Solid waste disposal (landfills 
or incineration) and sanitary drain-
age. 
 

Within this general framework, the 
Upper Big Blue NRD carries out a 
variety of projects and programs in 
forestry, groundwater manage-
ment, land treatment, flood control, 
water storage and information and 
education. 

Plum Creek Hiking & Biking  
Trail                Seward, Nebraska 

HIGHLIGHTS 

2003  
PROJECTS   

pper Big Blue NRD broke ground and cleared  
a limited portion of trees and shrubs to build 
the Plum Creek Hiking & Biking Trail at the 
east side of the City of Seward in the fall of 

2002.  The 2.5 mile trail hosts four walking bridges for 
both pedestrians and cyclists.   The four wooden bridges 
were assembled in Valentine, Nebraska, and trucked 
down to Seward where they were hoisted into place dur-
ing the spring of 2003.   

When completed, the trail will 
wind down from Plum Creek 
Park in northeast Seward, move 
along the lower campus of Con-
cordia University and will fol-
low the creek to the south of 
Highway 34.  The trail was fin-
ished during the fall of 2003. 

To the right:  Map shows 
path of the Plum Creek Hik-
ing & Biking Trail with its 
northern origin from Plum 
Creek Park, running south 
underneath Highway 34. 
 
Below:  Jay Bitner and John 
Turnbull (Upper Big Blue 
NRD staff) enjoy the view 
from atop Bridge #1. 
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he Lincoln Creek Parkway Bridge spans 100 feet over Lincoln Creek 
northeast of downtown Aurora.  The bridge complements a 2-mile 
trail that snakes past The Leadership Center just north of Highway 
34.  The trail is comprised of crushed limestone and was built by the 

Prairie Plains Resource Institute of Aurora.  The City of Aurora worked with 
Upper Big Blue NRD to develop several options for bridge design and place-

ment.  The Upper Big Blue NRD Board of Directors 
agreed not to exceed $20,000 to assist with the bridge 
placement.  A University of Nebraska at Omaha Engi-
neering Department faculty member who runs his own 
design firm, Tadros & Associates, designed the bridge.  
The Upper Big Blue NRD Projects Department re-
viewed the drawings, and Diamond Engineering of 
Grand Island constructed the bridge and placed it into 
position.  Plans for the future are to extend the trail fur-
ther so that it will eventually connect with the park on 
the northern edge of Aurora. 
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Lincoln Creek Parkway Bridge        Aurora, Nebraska 

HIGHLIGHTS 

2003 
PROJECTS   

The Lincoln Creek Parkway Bridge is lowered into place. 

Recharge Lake Renovation Project     York, Nebraska 

ame and Parks fishery specialists with the State of Nebraska assessed the diversity of 
the fish population in Recharge Lake during the fall of 2002.  It was determined that the 
total population comprised 80-90% carp with very little other fish species present.  
Habitably speaking, carp tend to be especially aggressive in their relative domain, re-

sulting in the decline of the original “sporting” fish species that were originally stocked in Re-
charge Lake.  In order to correct this trend, the Upper Big Blue 
NRD stopped pumping water into the lake to drop the water level.   
Subsequently, the carp population was destroyed so that the lake 
could then be restocked.   

 
During the fall of 2003, 4,900 fingerling Largemouth Bass and 
10” Channel Catfish and another 49,000 fingerling Bluegill were 
stocked at Recharge Lake. 

DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS (cont.) 

5. 



he Upper Big Blue NRD broke ground and cleared a limited portion of trees and shrubs to build 
the Plum Creek Hiking & Biking Trail at the east side of the City of Seward in the fall of 2002.  
The 2.5 mile trail winds down from Plum Creek Park in northeast Seward, moves along the lower 
campus of Concordia University, and follows the creek to the south of Highway 34.   
 

The trail, comprised of a smooth-surface concrete, was finished during the fall of 2003.  The trail is net-
worked by four wooden bridges, which span over various sections of Plum Creek, and are designed for both 
pedestrians and cyclists.   These bridges were assembled in Valentine, Nebraska, and trucked down to Sew-
ard where they were hoisted into place during the spring of 2003.   

T 
Plum Creek Hiking & Biking Trail (part one)...                   Seward, Nebraska                 

Pictured Front Row (l to r):  
John Turnbull-NRD General 
Manager; Roger Houder-
sheldt-NRD Board Chair-
man; Dan Berlowitz-Seward 
City Administrator; Roger 
Glawatz-City of Seward 
Mayor; Jim Fowler-Mutual 
of Omaha.  Back Row (l to 
r):  Gus Brown-NRD Board; 
Jay Bitner-NRD Projects 
Dept. Manager; Jerl Joseph-
NRD Board; Larry Moore-
NRD Board; Yvonne Austin-
NRD Board; and Ken 
Feather-NRD Forestry Dept. 
Manager. 

DISTRICT  PROGRAM  HIGHLIGHTS 

The Upper Big Blue NRD Projects Department laid out the 
trail to flow with the natural landscape, and in so doing, the 
department was able to limit the number of trees that 
needed to be removed.  At some parts of the trail, the trees 
form leafy canopies providing shade.  Aesthetically, the 
stretch of trail winds and turns mimicking Plum Creek, 
while showcasing its riparian flora of native grasses and 
trees.  The trail is a perfect vantage point for bird watchers 
as well, and it is fairly common to view deer and other 
wildlife as you journey along its path.   
 

On June 11, 2004, an official ribbon cutting took place 
with representatives from the City of Seward, Upper Big 
Blue Natural Resources District, Nebraska Game & Parks 
Commission-Nebraska Trail Development Assistance, Ne-
braska Department of Roads-Transportation Enhancement 
Program, Seward citizens and visitors from surrounding 
communities in attendance for the ceremony.  
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ver 450 Seward Middle School students walk Plum Creek Trail… 
On April 16, 2004, just a few weeks prior to the June ribbon cutting, over 450 Seward Mid-
dle School Students and parents walked the full 2.5 miles as part of a physical 
fitness day coordinated by Bill Sloup—Seward Middle School Physical Edu-
cation teacher, Pat Sanley— Director of Seward Parks & Recreation, 

Linda Luebbe—Seward Middle School Nurse & Upper Big Blue NRD Board mem-
ber, educators and parent chaperones.   
 
 “The idea behind the walk was to encourage students to stay fit through walking and to become more 
aware of the Plum Creek Trail as an option for these students to continue their fitness regimen during the 
summer,” says Bill Sloup.  “Walking costs nothing and it is something you can do your whole life.  The 
trail is a tremendous asset for the community of Seward, and I plan to continue to promote physical activ-
ity and wellness through an ambulatory workout…Plum Creek Trail lends itself perfectly for such  
activity.”  

O 
   Plum Creek Hiking & Biking Trail (part two)...                Seward, Nebraska                
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4th, 5th and 6th Grade students from Seward Pub-
lic Schools traverse the Plum Creek Hiking and 
Biking Trail as part of their annual Health Aware-
ness & Physical Fitness Day.  



 

DISTRICT  PROGRAM  HIGHLIGHTS: 
                           Spring-Summer 2005 

Forestry Department Projects 

SMITH CREEK BOAT RAMP INSTALLATION: 
A boat ramp has been designed for the Smith Creek 
Recreation Area located near Utica, Nebraska.  The 
proposed ramp is 64.5 feet long and 14 feet wide.  
Wyad Utility Contractor, Inc. of York, Nebraska, 
submitted a bid for $7,500.00 to construct and  
install the boat ramp.  Boruch Masonry of Osceola, 
Nebraska built the forms for the ramp. 

TREE & SHRUB SALES and PLANTING PROGRAM: 
Ken Feather, Forestry Department Manager, Sam 
Keezer, Maintenance Technician and Dave Krejci, Tree 
Planter, all of the Upper Big Blue NRD, machine planted 
24,146 trees and shrubs.  A total of 43,642 trees and 
shrubs were sold for the planting of farmstead & field 
windbreaks, timber & riparian windbreaks and wildlife 
habitat, as part of the Upper Big Blue NRD’s Annual 
Tree Program. 
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Upper Big Blue NRD Sells 34,912 
Trees and Shrubs… 
 
Pictured here planting trees are NRD employees Sam Keezer 
and Dave Krejci (sitting in the planter) being pulled by Ken 
Feather, Forestry and Parks Department Manager (out of pic-
ture frame on tractor).  They machine planted 15,345 trees and 
shrubs.   
 
A total of 34,912 trees and shrubs were sold for the planting of 
farmstead & field windbreaks, timber & riparian windbreaks and 
wildlife habitat, as part of the Upper Big Blue NRD’s annual tree 
program.   
 
During FY2006, the Upper Big Blue NRD sold the trees/shrubs 
at a cost of 60-cents per seedling.  The planting charge of 40-
cents applied to the NRD staff planting trees as an additional 
cost in conjunction to the purchase cost. 

This NRD’s Parks & Forestry Department currently manages over 480 acres of land at five recreational areas. 

HIGHLIGHTS  of  FY2006 

Parks & Forestry Department: Tree/Shrub Sales and 
Recreation Site Enhancement 

New Picnic Shelter Provides  
an Enhanced Recreational  
Opportunity… 
 
 
We are pleased to announce that the new picnic 
shelter at Oxbow Trails Reservoir (Ulysses,  
Nebraska) is now complete and ready to be  
enjoyed.  It is hexagonal in design and has  
ample area for recreation in the shade with  
several picnic tables.  The project was finished 
through the efforts of a volunteer group from 
Ulysses, Nebraska, and Batterton Home Im-
provement Center, Inc. of York, Nebraska. 

Boy Scout Project Adds to 
the Ambience of Recharge 
Lake… 
 
Ken Feather, Forestry and Parks Department 
Manager, inspects the newly created steps 
that scale the west side of the Recharge Lake 
dam and spillway.  The York Boy Scouts built 
the steps out of recycled railroad ties as part of 
their eagle scout degrees.   
 
The steps provide a safe and atheistic ascent 
up and over the dam for a magnificent vista 
view of the lake. 




