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Election filing deadline for non-incumbents to the  
NRD Board of Directors is fast approaching 

 
 

Have you ever thought about getting involved with the decision making that affects you, your 
family and your neighbors on the local NRD level?  Well here is your chance...there are eight 
seats up for election in November throughout the Upper Big Blue NRD.  The deadline for  
non-incumbents to file with the Nebraska Secretary of State is March 3, 2008. 
 
The directors in the following sub-districts have terms expiring in January 2009:  Sub-districts 
I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, and VIII.  The following incumbents have filed for these sub-districts:  
Roger Houdersheldt (I), Yvonne Austin (II), Doug Bruns (III), Merlin Volkmer (V), William 
Kuehner (VI), Gary Eberle (VII), and Steve Buller (VIII).  The incumbent in sub-district IV, 
Curt Friesen, did not re-file. 
 
NRDs are organized as governmental sub-divisions of the state.  The Upper Big Blue NRD 
serves all or parts of these nine counties:  Adams, Butler, Clay, Fillmore, Hamilton, Polk,  
Saline, Seward, and York. 
 
The Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District is governed by a 17-member board of directors 
who serve four-year terms.  Two directors are elected from each of the eight sub-districts, plus 
one “at-large” member from any sub-district.  The Board establishes policy for the District and 
works closely with the staff through a committee system to carry out the District’s goals.  Board 
meetings are conducted on the third Thursday of each month at the District office.  Committees 
meet throughout the month.  Special meetings are called as needed to consider important  
concerns and issues. 
 
These directors are placed in office through the general election process and represent the  
community’s interests in conservation.  Across the state, NRDs offer a major source of   
assistance to landowners in conservation and natural resources management.  Not only do the 
board members make decisions about conservation programs at the District level, they also 
bring a wealth of local judgment and experience when adapting state and national programs to 
local situations.   
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
February 22, 2008 



If you would like information on any of the services that the Upper Big Blue NRD provides, or have any questions 
please feel free to contact:   

CONTACT: 
Scott Snell, Public Relations  
105 N. Lincoln Avenue 
York, NE  68467 
(402)-362-6601 
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Remember, a non-incumbent candidate must file the “CANDIDATE FILING FORM” with the 
Nebraska Secretary of State by March 3, 2008.  The Nebraska Secretary of State needs the 
original document, not a copy or FAX. 
 
The attached map shows the voting sub-districts for the Upper Big Blue NRD.  For a more  
information about the Upper Big Blue NRD please visit  www.upperbigblue.org,  you may also 
stop by the office in York, or contact the NRD at (402) 362-6601. 
 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

City of Seward and Upper Big Blue NRD Board  
Approve Extension of Plum Creek Trail 

 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Board of Directors and the Seward City Council have approved extending the Plum  
Hiking and Biking Creek Trail beginning at the south end of the existing trail near Seward’s waste water treatment 
facility.  The trail extension will traverse westward along the existing levee system and finish its course north to the 
Seward County Fairgrounds and swimming pool area.  This extension is Phase II of a multi-phase trail project.   
 
The first phase of the Plum Creek Hiking & Biking Trail began with the Upper Big Blue NRD breaking ground and 
clearing a limited portion of trees and shrubs to build the trail on the east side of the City of Seward in the fall of 
2002.  The 2.5 mile trail winds down from Plum Creek Park in northeast Seward, moves along the lower campus of 
Concordia University, and follows the creek to the south of Highway 34.  The first phase of the trail ended at the 
waste water treatment plant on the southeast side of Seward and was finished during the fall of 2003.  The current 
trail is comprised of smooth-surface concrete and is networked by four wooden bridges, which span over various 
sections of Plum Creek, and is designed for both pedestrians and cyclists.   
 
Phase II will continue where Phase I ended southeast of Seward.  The Phase II section of the trail will be  
approximately 2.5 miles long and will also be built for pedestrians and cyclists.  The trail is a perfect vantage point 
for bird watchers as well, and it is fairly common to view deer and other wildlife as you journey along its path.   
 
The next step will be for the Upper Big Blue NRD and the City of Seward to enter into an Inter-local Agreement to 
share in the design and development of the trail extension.  A grant will be written for “Transportation Equity Act 
for the 21st Century” (TEA-21) federal funds to secure the majority of the construction monies.  Construction could  
possibly begin as soon as the summer/fall of 2009. 
 
The trail will flow with the natural landscape limiting the number of trees that need to be removed.  Through most 
parts of the trail, the existing trees will form leafy canopies providing shade.  Aesthetically, the stretch of trail will 
continue winding on top of existing levees and mimicking the course of the Big Blue River, while showcasing the 
riparian flora of native grasses and trees that form the habitat along the river.   

 
### 

 

 
 
 
 

March 21, 2008 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Surplus of tree and shrub seedlings available to the public 
 

 
The Upper Big Blue NRD is finishing the tree planting season and there are several varieties of trees and shrubs left 
in our inventory that were not planted.  As a result, the NRD has a surplus inventory available for purchase. 
 
Some of the varieties that are ready for purchase include Amur Maple, Austrian Pine, Black Cherry, Red Cedar, 
Crabapple, Hawthorne, Honeylocust, Norway Spruce, and Russian Olive. 
 
The NRD will sell these varieties for $0.70 cents per tree/shrub.  Please call Linda Martindale of the Upper Big Blue 
NRD office at (402) 362-6601.  Hurry, the surplus is going fast! 
 

### 
 
 

                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 22, 2008 

If you would like information on any of the services that the Upper Big Blue NRD provides, or have any questions 
please feel free to contact:   

CONTACT: 
Scott Snell, Public Relations  
105 N. Lincoln Avenue 
York, NE  68467 
(402)-362-6601 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

TORNADO UPDATE:  Upper Big Blue NRD Offering Cost-share  
to Replace Shelterbelt Trees Due to Tornado Damage 

 
The Upper Big Blue NRD has established a replacement program for shelterbelt trees lost to tornados. This  
temporary program is to help replant shelterbelts damaged by the tornados in the spring of 2008.  The program is  
limited to farmsteads and field windbreaks in the Upper Big Blue NRD hit directly by the tornados. 
 
The following restrictions apply to the program: 
 

1.   The owner will be given a maximum of 100 seedlings, to be planted by the recipient or District. 
2.   Seedling species will include anything that is available at the time the application is made and are available 

in bundles of 25 per species.  The seedlings will be available after April 1, 2009, for spring planting. 
3. The landowner may apply for cost-share under the District’s Land Treatment Program, which will pay for a 

part of the cost of renovating the site and planting.  Any additional trees will be cost-shared under the  
      program guidelines. 
4. The NRD must be contacted by November 1, 2008, to participate.  The recipients may decide to plant the 

seedlings next spring (2009) or the spring of (2010).  In either case, the NRD must be contacted by  
      November 1, 2008. 
5.   The program is limited to farmsteads and field windbreaks hit directly by a tornado in the spring of 2008. 

 
Anyone in the Upper Big Blue who is interested in applying for replacement trees under this program should contact 
the NRD office at (402) 362-6601.  The NRD will provide help designing the shelterbelt, if needed. 
 
When renovating or replacing a shelterbelt, it is best to remove the old trees the year before replanting new  
seedlings.   This will allow time for any stumps or roots left in the ground to begin to rot and make planting easier.  
If the shelterbelt is to be planted in an area that is grassed, it is best to plow or chisel the area in the fall for planting 
the following spring.  More information on shelterbelt site preparation may be obtained from the Upper Big Blue 
NRD. 

### 
 

July 29, 2008 

If you would like information on any of the services that the Upper Big Blue NRD provides, or have any questions 
please feel free to contact:   

CONTACT: 
Scott Snell, Public Relations  
105 N. Lincoln Avenue 
York, NE  68467 
(402)-362-6601 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Nebraska Supreme Court Case:   
Upper Big Blue NRD vs. Nebraska Department of Natural Resources         

 
Today the Nebraska Supreme Court handed down its decision on the Upper Big Blue NRD case about fully  
appropriated river basins.  The court upheld the Department of Natural Resources.  The Upper Big Blue NRD of 
course is disappointed. 
 
The court case was about a Department of Natural Resources decision declaring the Platte River fully appropriated.  
The DNR order included a geographic area in Big Blue River Basin in northwest Hamilton County.   The Upper Big 
Blue NRD challenged the Department order that extended the fully appropriated area into the adjacent river basin.  
The challenge was raised because the NRD believed the statutes stated that any fully appropriated basin declaration 
was limited to the river basin being regulated.  The Nebraska Supreme Court ruled that the Department of Natural 
Resources was correct in its determination of the geographic extent of a fully appropriated area regardless of river 
basin boundaries. 
 
The Court ruling means that no new water uses can be developed in the fully appropriated area that extends into the 
Blue River Basin in Hamilton County.  The area was declared fully appropriated by the Department, and now  
upheld by the Supreme Court, to protect surface water in the Platte River. 
 
The Department’s decision was made on December 31, 2005.  That decision resulted in an immediate stay on well 
drilling and the expansion of irrigated acres in the fully appropriated area.  The Upper Big Blue NRD did not lift that 
stay.  No expansion of irrigated acres has occurred in that area since the declaration.  One well permit was requested 
but it was denied by the NRD.  The current Nebraska Supreme Court Case does not change that stay, it is still in  
effect.  If the NRD had won the case, then it was expected that the Upper Big Blue NRD Board of Directors would 
have lifted the stay in that portion of the fully appropriated area that lies within the Big Blue River Basin. 
 
Other areas in Nebraska are affected by the outcome of this case.  The Department of Natural Resources declared 
the Niobrara River Basin fully appropriated.  The fully appropriated area extends into the Elkhorn River Basin.  If 
the Elkhorn is declared fully appropriated then the possibility exists that a tract of land will fall under two sets of 
regulation, one for each basin.  That means two separate integrated management plans, both controlling the same 
land. 

### 
 

September 26, 2008 

If you would like information on any of the services that the Upper Big Blue NRD provides, or have any questions 
please feel free to contact:   

CONTACT: 
Scott Snell, Public Relations  
105 N. Lincoln Avenue 
York, NE  68467 
(402)-362-6601 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Don’t Forget To Order Trees This Spring 
 

Do you enjoy the smell of Lilac’s sweet perfume in the summer air, or the sight of rich winter green of a Norway 
Spruce painting the landscape?  
 
It’s not too late to order trees from the Upper Big Blue NRD.   The Upper Big Blue NRD is selling a wide variety of 
over 28 species of trees and 17 types of shrubs to folks who want to plant them for windbreaks, wildlife areas,  
riparian buffer strips, or for other conservation practices.  The seedlings are one to two years old and come with a 
helpful set of instructions for their planting and care.   
 
This would be a great way to spend time with your children or grandchildren, as well as teaching them about conservation!   
 
Seedlings are sold in bundles of 25 for $.80 cents a tree/shrub.  That’s only $20 for a bundle of 25.  To place an order call 
Linda Martindale at (402)-362-6601 or visit the Upper Big Blue NRD website and fill out an order form at:    
www.upperbigblue.org.  
   
If you would like the NRD to plant trees/shrubs for you, an order of 150 or more trees/shrubs is necessary.  The NRD charges 
an additional $.55 cents a tree /shrub for the planting service.  To have a planting plan designed for you, please contact your 
local NRCS office or Ken Feather at the NRD office in York at (402)-362-6601. 
 

 
### 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 13, 2009 

If you would like information on any of the services that the Upper Big Blue NRD provides, or have any questions 
please feel free to contact:   

CONTACT: 
Scott Snell, Public Relations  
105 N. Lincoln Avenue 
York, NE  68467 
(402)-362-6601 



Upper Big Blue NRD’s Response to NDNR’s Announcement that the  
Lower Platte River Basin Shall Not Be Fully-Appropriated 

The Nebraska Department of Natural Resources (NDNR) announced today that the Lower Platte River Basin shall 
not be declared as fully-appropriated. The basis for overturning the original preliminary determination was the  
presence of new scientific evidence.  
 
Reaction to the decision: 
“We are satisfied with the decision because far reaching decisions such as this must be based on solid facts.  In a 
spirit of cooperation, the Department of Natural Resources, the Upper Big Blue NRD and 8 other NRDs worked  
together to review a partially completed study,” states John Turnbull, General Manager of the Upper Big Blue NRD.   
“That study was used by the Department of Natural Resources to initially decide that the Lower Platte River Basin 
ought to be fully-appropriated.  The NRDs submitted the legal and technical review to the Department at a public 
hearing on March 12.  The NRDs’ report pointed out that there were major errors in the original study.  This deci-
sion shows that the fully-appropriated basin law adopted by the Nebraska Legislature in 2004 works as it was in-
tended.”   
 
According to Jay Bitner, Upper Big Blue NRD Engineer and Projects Department Manager, “Erroneous estimates of 
future pumping, and a number of other issues, were documented in the report, indicating that ‘best science’ was not 
available to the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources when making the preliminary determination.  As  
managers of the State of Nebraska’s groundwater, it is a responsibility and duty of the Natural Resources Districts to 
review such determinations by the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources.” 
 
Turnbull continues, “For the moment, however, the stay on well drilling and the expansion of irrigated acres remains 
in place.  That stay was issued on December 16, 2008, and included some 15 square miles of the Upper Big Blue 
NRD northwest of Osceola, in Polk County.  It is expected that LB483 will be adopted by the Legislature in the very 
near future.  LB 483 will require the Upper Big Blue and other NRDs to limit new irrigated acres for the next four 
years in those areas that were affected by the Department of Natural Resources reversal of their earlier decision.”   
 
What the Law Says:               
Nebraska’s Ground Water Management and Protection Act requires NDNR to annually evaluate the expected long-
term availability of hydrologically connected water supplies for both existing and new surface water uses and 
groundwater uses in each of the State’s river basins. State law also requires that determinations on whether river 
basins, sub-basins, or reaches are fully-appropriated must be based upon the best scientific data, information and 
methodologies available. 
 
“Today, the best scientific data, information and methodologies available have been utilized to reverse the  
preliminary determination,” states Turnbull.  “We will continue to work along-side of the Nebraska Department of 
Natural Resources to protect a sustainable water supply for all water users.” 
 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
March 30, 2009 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
                   March 31, 2009 

 
Upper Big Blue NRD Nets $500,000 in Grant Money for the Seward West Trails Project 

The Upper Big Blue NRD has been selected to receive a $500,000 grant from the Nebraska Department of 
Roads to expand the Plum Creek Hiking and Biking Trail in Seward, Nebraska.  This project was made 
possible through funds provided by the Nebraska Department of Roads Transportation Enhancement (TE) 
Program to secure the majority of the construction monies.  Design work could possibly begin as soon as 
the fall of 2009. 
 
The next step for the Upper Big Blue NRD will be to enter into a formal agreement with the Nebraska 
Department of Roads and to share in the design and development of the trail extension.  The Nebraska 
Department of Roads has assigned Sinclair Hille Architects to work directly with the NRD and the City of 
Seward to facilitate state and federal requirements as the project moves forward. 
 
The new extension will link up at the south end of the existing Plum Creek Hiking & Biking Trail near 
Seward’s wastewater treatment facility.  The trail extension will traverse westward along the existing 
levee system and finish its course north to the Seward County Fairgrounds and swimming pool area.  This 
extension is known as “Phase II” of a proposed multi-phase trail project.  The first phase of the Plum 
Creek Hiking & Biking Trail began with the Upper Big Blue NRD breaking ground and clearing a limited 
portion of trees and shrubs to build the trail on the east side of the City of Seward in the fall of 2002.  The 
existing 2.5 mile trail winds down from Plum Creek Park in northeast Seward, moves along the lower 
campus of Concordia University, and follows the creek to the south of Highway 34.  The first phase of the 
trail ended at the wastewater treatment plant on the southeast side of Seward and was finished during the 
fall of 2003.  The existing trail is comprised of smooth-surface concrete and is networked by four wooden 
bridges, which span over various sections of Plum Creek, and is designed for both pedestrians and 
cyclists.   
 
Phase II will continue where Phase I ended southeast of Seward.  The Phase II section of the trail will be  
approximately 2.5 miles long and will also be built for pedestrians and cyclists.  The trail is a perfect 
vantage point for bird watchers as well, and it is fairly common to view deer and other wildlife as you 
journey along its path.   
 
“We are extremely grateful to the Nebraska Department of Roads for granting $500,000 towards the 
extension of the Plum Creek Hiking and Biking Trail”, states John Turnbull, General Manager of the 
Upper Big Blue NRD.  “Seward’s trail system is rapidly becoming a model for how trails can be 
constructed in other Nebraska communities.  The current trail sees a remarkable amount of visitors who 
use it year round.  Seward has a gem that adds to the value of it’s already vibrant community and city 
officials view the trail’s development as an added selling point for prospective homebuyers.”   
 
The extended trail will flow with the natural landscape limiting the number of trees that need to be 
removed.  Through most parts of the trail, the existing trees will form leafy canopies providing shade.  
Aesthetically, the stretch of trail will continue winding along existing levees and mimicking the course of 
the Big Blue River, while showcasing the riparian flora of native grasses and trees that form the habitat 
along the river.                                                       

          ### 
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Upper Big Blue NRD Is Working Hard To Save Tax Payer Dollars 
 
The Upper Big Blue NRD is working hard with The Nebraska Association of Resources Districts (NARD) to save 
taxpayer dollars by keeping health insurance premiums for Natural Resources District employees low with an  
increase of only 1.5% for the next fiscal year with no change in coverages. 
 
“While most health plans are seeing double-digit increases and also reductions in coverages, the Natural Resources 
Districts’ plan has seen remarkable improvement in the program primarily due to the hard work of the local NRD 
employees and board members to control costs,” said Dean Edson, Executive Director of the NARD.  
 
In the previous fiscal year, the Districts were able to hold the premiums to a 3.5% increase, or about one-fourth of 
the state average increase in 2007. 
 
The lowered costs have helped the local Natural Resources Districts keep property taxes down.  According to  
reports by the Nebraska Department of Revenue, in 2008 the NRDs reduced property taxes by over $1.1 million 
from 2007 levels.  The NRDs were the only political subdivision to reduce property taxes in 2008. 
 
“Nebraska’s Natural Resources Districts are known for protecting people’s lives and property and protecting the  
future of our state’s natural resources, while also protecting the taxpayer’s pocketbook,” Edson said. 
 
Upper Big Blue NRD employees also embarked on a wellness program in the past year.  “Bringing wellness into the 
workplace has empowered many of our staff members to make lifestyle changes that will not only benefit  
themselves and their families, but the State as a whole,” said Marie Krausnick, Upper Big Blue NRD Lead Water 
Resources Technician and Wellness Coordinator. “The state’s 23 NRDs are members of Workwell, a wellness  
organization that includes public and private entities.” 
 
The Nebraska Association of Resources Districts is the trade association for Nebraska’s 23 Natural Resources  
Districts.  The association works with the individual Natural Resources Districts (NRDs) to Protect Lives, Protect 
Property and Protect the Future.  These Districts are unique to Nebraska.  NRDs are local government entities with 
broad responsibilities to protect our natural resources.  Major Nebraska river basins form the boundaries of the 23 
NRD’s, enabling Districts to respond best to local conservation and resource management needs. 

### 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
August 10, 2009 

Nebraska’s NRDS: 
Protecting Lives 
Protecting Property 
Protecting the Future 
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