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How a Natural Resources District functions:

B All 23 NRDs are organized as governmental sub-
divisions of the State of Nebraska.

B Local control is provided by a Board of Directors,
elected by voters within each District.

W Across the state, NRDs offer a major source of
assistance — and regulations where necessary — to
landowners in conservation and natural resources
management.

W Locally elected NRD Board of Directors are given a
broad range of authority to manage within the context of
state laws.

B This authority includes the power to tax, regulate,
enforce rules and regulations, educate, conduct
research, facilitate, assist and provide financial
Incentives.
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	Upper Big Blue NRD Nets $500,000 in Grant Money for the Seward West Trails Project

	The next step for the Upper Big Blue NRD will be to enter into a formal 

	agreement with the Nebraska Department of Roads and to share in the design and development of the trail extension.  The Nebraska Department of Roads has assigned Sinclair Hille Architects to work directly with the NRD and the City of Seward to facilitate state and federal 

	requirements as the project moves 

	forward.

	The new extension will link up at the south end of the existing Plum Creek 

	Hiking & Biking Trail near Seward’s wastewater treatment facility.  The trail extension will traverse westward along the existing levee system and finish its course north to the Seward County Fairgrounds and swimming pool area.  This extension is known as “Phase II” of a proposed multi-phase trail project.  The first phase of the Plum Creek Hiking & Biking Trail 

	began with the Upper Big Blue NRD breaking ground and clearing a limited portion of trees and shrubs to build the trail on the east side of the City of Seward in the fall of 2002.  The existing 2.5 mile trail winds down from Plum Creek Park in northeast Seward, moves along the lower campus of Concordia University, and follows the creek to the south of Highway 34.  The first phase of the trail ended at the wastewater treatment plant on the southeast side of Seward and was finished during the fall of 2003.  The existing trail is comprised of smooth-surface concrete and is networked by four wooden bridges, which span over various sections of Plum Creek, and is designed for both pedestrians and cyclists.  
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