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• Urban Agriculture is one of NRCS’s top five priorities
• “Micro Practices” have been established for Urban Ag
• New Office of Urban Ag and Innovative Production has been created
• NRCS ramping up training for the public and employees
• Innovative Production fully supported
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Established 17 urban ag service centers with county committees 



Multiple ways to participate with NRCS:
• Direct technical and financial assistance with individuals and entities
• Grants and Agreement

Cory Schmidt 
High tunnel 
2013
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Direct Participation programs:
• Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
• Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
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Who are our customers?
Beavers Produce Rogers, NE
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“Urban” Farm in Rogers 
Nebraska: Population 104
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Urban Farm in Rogers 
Nebraska: Population 104

Emanuel from Benghazi, Africa 
picking out beans – Omaha 
Permaculture
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Aaliyah’s Angels – 
Omaha 
Permaculture

Omaha Permaculture
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Tribal projects and in Kearney, Nebraska!



Latino Center of the Midlands

Chayote - squash



Voices for Food – South Sioux City
Over 10,000 pounds of food distributed through this $50 cooler in 2022.



Community Garden: Hawley Hamlet - Lincoln



Cut flower farm and tree nursery.



Established an Urban and small-scale ag sub committee
Approved a “micro practice” list for programs

Raised Beds and Compost Facility



High Tunnel and 
Micro irrigation
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Aaliyah’s Angels – 
Omaha 
Permaculture

Established the Nebraska Urban Ag Conservation Council
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Aaliyah’s Angels – 
Omaha 
Permaculture

Created urban and small-scale ag training 
program for employees and partners

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
End.



Conservation Collaborative Agreement with UNL –Urban Soil Health



Partnering with Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy and the 
Environmental Protection Agency to share information about urban ag.
EPA – Brownfield program



What new practices do people want?
Freight farm vertical farming



Chicken tractors and Johnson-Su bioreactor



Geothermal greenhouse and hydroponics



Aaliyah’s Angels – 
Omaha 
Permaculture

Nebraska Agriculture:
Corn = # 3
Soybean  = # 4
Cattle = # 2
Beef processing = # 1 
Meat sales = # 3

Vegetable production:
California = 71% of US total 
production
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Aaliyah’s Angels – 
Omaha 
Permaculture

In the United States:
⇒ 3 day supply of 

groceries in stores
⇒ Personal food on 

hand, 8 days supply
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Aaliyah’s Angels – 
Omaha 
Permaculture

Food Security – 1996 World Food Summit
All people, at all times, have physical and economic access 
to sufficient safe and nutritious food that meets their 
dietary needs and food preferences for an active and 
healthy life.

The four main dimensions of food security:
•Physical availability of food
•Economic and physical access to food
•Food utilization, perceived nutrient value of food for 
example
•Stability of the other three dimensions over time
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Urban Farm in Rogers 
Nebraska: Population 104

Food Desert
USDA – Economic Research Service
Food Access Research Atlas
“Food Desert” now “low income and low access”
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Aaliyah’s Angels – 
Omaha 
Permaculture
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“Food is the moral right of all who are born into 
this world.” – Dr. Norman E Borlaug
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Training staff on language tools.
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Questions?

Brach Johnson
Urban Conservationist
USDA-NRCS, Nebraska
Brach.johnson@usda.gov
Phone: 402-239-6633
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